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President's Corner: Now We Are One, The New Chapter 258
Charles Garfinkel

This is the first Newsletter issued to members of the consolidated Chapter 258 (Western
Montgomery County Chapter). I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Board members
of both Chapters 258 and 581 and the volunteers for all their hard work and efforts made in getting
us to this point. Members from Chapter 581 will be consolidated into Chapter 258. Any member
not wishing to be part of the consolidated Chapter 258, please contact NARFE National
Headquarters to advise them of your wishes to transfer to another Chapter. For those members no
longer living in Maryland and not wanting to be in the consolidated Chapter 258, NARFE’s
Headquarters Membership people can assist in providing information on Chapters located in your
area.

Members are urged to attend the next general meeting scheduled for June 19, 2015, at Mykonos
Grill. At this meeting, we will hear from our elected representatives on the recently completed
State legislative session. This meeting will provide you the opportunity to meet with the
representatives and to ask questions about issues/concerns you may have. The upcoming election
of officers for the first two-years for the new Chapter 258 will also take place at this meeting. The
proposed slate of officers is: President, Charles Garfinkel; 1st Vice President, Allan Kam; 2nd Vice
President, Gordon Brown; Secretary, Marty Strombotne; and Treasurer, Larry Lange. Chapter
members will have the opportunity to nominate candidate(s) from the floor. If you intend to
nominate someone from the floor, please be sure you have their permission to do so.

The following May 15th message is from NARFE President Richard Thissen: “Though the Federal
community was left ultimately unscathed in the most recent budget resolution, Federal employees’
and retirees’ pay and benefits are still a target for legislators. Congress has a number of upcoming
deadlines and legislative priorities that will require ‘pay fors’ and it’s likely it will return to the
Federal community piggy bank. We must continue to defend our earned pay and benefits.” Moving
forward, NARFE members must remain vigilant, not stand idly by while Congress works to reduce
your earned retirement and health benefits. In addition, Mr. Thissen is urging NARFE members to
send a message to their members of Congress to reject any proposal that uses cuts to the federal
community to pay for unrelated priorities. I would like to remind all members to check/update
their current e-mail addresses on file with NARFE. This will ensure that you receive important
information from NARFE and that you receive reminder notices about Chapter meetings and guest
speakers sent out prior to the meetings.

Chapter 258 website http://www.mdnarfe.org/chapter0258
www.mdnarfe.org/federation-chapters/chapter-information/chapter-258
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Legislative Forum Set for June 19 Chapter Meeting
Dick Strombotne, Membership

The recent 90-day session of the General Assembly,
ending on April 13, was one of the most interesting in
years. Governor Hogan (R) presented his first budget
and program since his election in November 2014. In
the General Assembly there was quite a bit of turnover
with delegates being elected to the Senate and
newcomers being elected to the House of Delegates.
The Governor of Maryland is the most powerful
governor in all the states when it comes to budget
matters; the General Assembly can not increase
funding in a category or move funds from one category
to another. And this year the funding priorities of the
Governor and the General Assembly were different
enough that it was interesting to see how those
differences would play out during and after the session.

At the chapter lunch meeting on June 19, Senator
Richard Madaleno, Vice Chairman of the Senate
Budget and Taxation Committee, will give a brief report
on the recent General Assembly session. Additionally,
two of the newly elected delegates will report their
observations about the interplay between the Governor
and the General Assembly over funding of the budget
and other issues. Delegate Marc Korman (District 16)
serves on the House Appropriations Committee.
Delegate Andrew Platt (District 17) serves on the
House Ways and Means Committee where all of the tax
related bills are heard, including bills supported by
Maryland NARFE. Plan to attend the lunch meeting at
the Mykonos Grill on Friday, June 19.

There are Many Ways to Participate in NARFE

If you haven’t participated in some of the many
opportunities offered you as a NARFE member, please
think about doing so. Last Adpril, from the 26th
through the 28th, was the 42"¢ NARFE Maryland
Federation Convention, held at the Carousel Hotel in
Ocean City, Maryland. The Federation arranged for
special room rates at the Carousel, not only for the
Convention, but for a few days both before and after
the Convention, allowing NARFE members to spend
some leisurely days on either end of the Convention
by the ocean. Speakers at the Convention included the
Mayor of Ocean City, Rick Meehan; the Mayor of
Berlin, MD, Gee Williams; NARFE National

Treasurer’s Report
Larry Lange, Treasurer

We are in the process of combining the records and
funds of the prior Bethesda Chevy Chase Chapter
258 and the Gaithersburg Chapter 581; this report
will show what each of these two Chapters have in
their bank accounts as these two Chapters merge:

Chapter 258, Funds Summary, May 20, 2015:
Checking Account, Sun Trust $ 7,342.00

Chapter 581, Funds Summary, May 20, 2015
(All Chapter 581 funds are at Wells Fargo)

Checking Account $ 9,033.67
Certificate of Deposit (Restricted

Chapter Life Membership funds)  $ 2,476.85
TOTAL CHAPTER 581 ASSETS $11,510.52
WORKING CAPITAL, Chapter 581 $ 9,033.67

Total combined funds of both Chapters:$ 18,852.52

President, Richard Thissen; Bridget Boel, NARFE
National Director of Marketing; and Jessica Klement,
NARFE National Legislative Director. As a NARFE
member, signing up for GEMS (Global Messaging
System) enables you to receive weekly E-mails on
current issues concerning both retired and employed
federal employees. Both GEMS and the excellent
narfe monthly magazine explain ways NARFE
members can contact their elected senators and
representatives in Congress, either by phone, E-mails,
or letters, to let them know your position on proposed
legislation that either is, or is not, supported by
NARFE. And of course attending monthly Chapter
meetings enables NARFE members to meet new
people and to hear interesting speakers. Your Chapter
would be very appreciative of members that could
give a few hours of their time per week to help out
with committees and activities of the Chapter.
NARFE has a lot to offer; why not find out what many
of those things are.

2 www.mdnarfe.org/federation-chapters/chapter-information/chapter-258
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Chapter Statistics:

The merged Western Montgomery County Chapter 258
has 1610 members, as of the end of April, with 145 Life
members, 52 Honorary members, and 189 on dues-
withholding. Current federal employees total 238.

Membership Report — 1 March to 21 May 2015
Prepared by Dick Strombotne, Membership

Members are listed separately for the each of the two merged
chapters.

New Members Chapter 258: George Hibbard. Chapter 581:
June Kryk, Mary Mace, Kathleen Wallace, and Kristina
Whittaker.

Reinstated Members Chapter 258: Alexandra Arnesen,
Chandini Bachman, James Judson Bailey, Jeffrey Biggs,
Andrew Freimuth, Michael I. Harrison, Robert Marca, Ann W.
McDonald, Robert A. Pedrick, and Barbara S. Reighard.
Chapter 581: Willie J. Brownlee, Carl J. Campagnuolo,
Geraldine W. Carter, Hong Yee Chiu, James L. Lisle, Lee E.
Martin, Franklin Mckie, Arthur Moorman, Paul M. Riordan,
Susan Scolnik, George Sinnott, Terry Tesar, and William J
Whitten.

Deceased Members Chapter 258: Yvonne Cody, Alberto M.
Irabien, Glory Letter, James D. Lyman, Carolyn L. Mitchell,
Robert L. Saloschin, and Morris Weisz.

Chapter 581: Virginia W. Henderson, Mortimer Kay, Richard
W. McBryde, Frank D. Ruggeri, and Alan Strelser.

If you know any of these dropped members, invite them to
rejoin NARFE.

Members Dropped Chapter 258: Helen A. Allin, Theresa G.
Barlow, Mindy Bickel, Mark Bickel, D. L. Brewington, Joe
Crowder, Kenneth L. Fernandez, Donald A. Gignac, Maureen
C. Glebes, Martin Goldman, Damon C. Greer, Joanne M.
Hellyer, Thomas Hilton, Alexander Hovanec, Louise Hunt,
Barbara A. Hyde, Bernita A. Joyce, David Levitt, Marcia J.
Loeb, Emilie Lynton, Mary E. Madden, Joan P. Nichols, Robert
A. Poogach, Joyce M. Purchell, Quentin R. Remein, Ella L.
Rivat, William Rodgers, Doris I. Stamm, Ivan Trotsky, Shirley
Watt, and Michael E. Zielinski.

Chapter 581: Markley Au, Denise D. Brohawn, Thomas A.
Brown, Weldon Carson, Terry Castonguay, Susan Feldman,
Renee R. Firtag, James W. Giandelia, Claire E. Harris, Donald
Hoffman, Kathleen S. Holcombe, Cecily Holiday, Barbara
Jones, Carol Jordan, Gail F. Kleiner, Barbara Kritzer, Sandra A.
Logan, Alvin F. Martin, Nathan Maryn, Sam Massey, William
Mowbray, Douglas Newton, Honey S. Rosen, Loretta Sylvester,
Michael Vermess, Victoria Welch, and George Wilson.

New Chapter Number Reflects Long History
Larry Lange, Treasurer

The new chapter combining Chapters 258 and 581 will be
called the Western Montgomery County NARFE Chapter 258
for an important reason. The lower number of the two
chapters was chosen by both Chapter Boards because it
designates the NARFE Chapter that was the oldest based on
the date of incorporation, November 10, 1953. We have been
meeting at the Mykonos Grill, 121 Congressional Avenue,
Rockville, MD 20852, usually on the second Friday of each
month (we will meet on the third Friday in June, the 19th).
Persons wishing to come for lunch may arrive at 11:30 a.m.;
lunch is $25.00, payable in either cash or by a check made out
to the Mykonos Grill (no credit cards, please). Persons who do
not wish to come for lunch may arrive at the restaurant at
1:00 p.m. Bylaws for the new chapter were drawn up and
agreed upon by the members present at the February 20th
meeting; these bylaws have been forwarded onto the NARFE
National Office, which has approved them. The annual
chapter dues will be $8.00 (this represents a $2.00 increase per
year for the members of the former Chapter 258, and a $2.00
decrease for the members of the former Chapter 581).

Following the practice of the Gaithersburg chapter, the new
Chapter 258 Board will probably meet sometime in July to
perform the annual audit of the Treasurer’s records, and to
decide on a budget for the next two years. Dan McGrath,
president of the Maryland Federation, has been asked that the
routing for payments of members’ dues of the new Chapter
258 be made to the current Chapter 581 Wells Fargo account;
when that is accomplished, the former Chapter 258 account
in Sun Trust will be closed, and those monies will be added to
the account in Wells Fargo. Please see additional information
on the combining of our two Chapters in Charlie Garfinkel’s
President’s column in this newsletter.

We appreciate the support that has been shown by the
members of the former Chapters 258 and 581 during this
consolidation. We look forward to future meetings of our new
chapter. Please give some thought to helping out with officer
positions that may not be filled after the presentation of the
slate of new officers at our June 19th meeting, and perhaps
assisting with other functions of the Chapter. Thank you!

Our next Chapter meeting will be Friday, September 11th, at
the Mykonos Grill, 121 Congressional Avenue, Rockville, MD
20852.

https:/fwww.facebook.com/marfeBCC 3
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Chapter Officers

President
Charles Garfinkel

garfinkc@verizon.net

1st Vice President
Allan Kam
akam@htsassociates.com

2nd Vice President
Gordon Brown
papabrown26@verizon.net

Secretary
Marty Strombotne

martystrom@comcast.net

Treasurer
Larry Lange
llange3751@aol.com

Service Officer
Helen Berkson

301-972-0183

301-469-0352

240-328-6926

240-632-9881

301-972-6775

301-881-1168

Committee Chairs

Public Relations
Suzanne Ackerman
suzword@gmail.com
Newsletter

Larry Lange
llange3751@aol.com

Suzanne Ackerman
suzword@gmail.com

Judy Welles
judywelles@verizon.net
Legislation

David Richman
dmr0313@aol.com

Programs
Charles Garfinkel

garfinkc@verizon.net

Allan Kam

akam@htsassociates.com

Awards
Gordon Brown

301-588-6206

301-972-6775

301-588-6206

301-229-8110

301-770-3608

301-972-0183

301-469-0352

240-328-6926

papabrown26@verizon.net

United Seniors of Maryland

Gordon Brown 240-328-6926
papabrown26@verizon.net
Membership

Dick Strombotne
DickS.narfe@comcast.net

240-632-9881

Alzheimer’s
OPEN

Congressional Delegation

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski
202-2245-4654

Senator Benjamin L. Cardin
202-224-4524

Representative Chris Van Hollen, Jr.
202-225-5341

Representative John Delaney
02-225-2721




