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Free Tax Preparation Services 

 

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
Program provides tax help to people who make 
$64,000 or less, those with disabilities, or limited 
English-speaking taxpayers.  For information and 
appointments, call 240-777-1123 or go to 
MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/CASHBACK. 
 

The American Association of Retired Persons 

(AARP) Tax-Aide Program provides free tax 

preparation for anyone but focuses on people over 

50 or who have a low to moderate income.  For 

appointments, contact www.taxaidemc.info or call 

240-777-2577, Monday - Friday, 9AM – 4 PM & 

Saturday, 9AM - 12:30 PM. 

 

 

President’s Message 

 

Dwindling membership in NARFE is an ongoing 

concern for the survival of NARFE as an 

organization. Clearly and quite sadly we lose 

members at a faster pace than we can attract new 

members. That is the price we pay as an 

organization comprised primarily of seniors.    

 

So, how do we stop the one-way flow? We do it by 

spreading the word that NARFE is NOT an 

employee union like AFGE or NTEU. While unions 

focus primarily on current working conditions, 

NARFE's focus is on protecting retirement benefits 

for both current and future retirees and their 

spouses. The social benefits of being part of a 

NARFE chapter are secondary to the primary 

benefit of saving retirement benefits and it is in the 

best interests of all federal employees, past, 

present, and future to have a strong NARFE. 

 

With that in mind, we must build on this 

organizational foundation by presenting a 

compelling case that demonstrates the work we do 

to benefit not just "feds" but all Marylanders. 

 

At the state level, each year we hope to accomplish 

this by advocating for state legislation that we are 

convinced is in the best interests of Maryland 

seniors, retirees, and Marylanders in general. This 

year I am proud to say that the 2024 Maryland 

State Legislative session will prove to be our most 

successful and impactful. 

 

Please see the state legislation report in this 

newsletter to gain a sense of the issues we tried to 

tackle on your behalf. 

 

Paul Schwartz, Co-President        

 

WHERE AND WHEN 
Unless otherwise noted*, our Members Meetings are 

held on the 4th Tuesdays at 1:00 PM at the Holiday 

Park Senior Center, 3950 Ferrara Dr., Silver Spring, 

MD  20906, 240-777-4999; ample free parking; 

covered parking in rear.  Additionally, most meetings 

are captured on Zoom and recorded. (Virtual access 

instructions can be found on Page 3, in the 

“Wildlife Management in Montgomery County” article.) 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES (Open to all) 
 

 

Chapter: 

• Members Meetings: Mar 19*, Apr 16*, May 21*,    
Jun 4*   

• Newsletter Input Deadlines: Mar 23, Apr 20,        
May 25, Jun 8  

• Board Meetings: Apr 3, May 1, Jun 5  
Outside Events: 

• MD Federation Mini-Conference Training: May7-8, 

registration required. Email: 

NARFEsrichards@aol.com. 

• Mid-County Citizens Advisory Board Meeting: 

March 21 at 7PM, virtual, contact Luisa Cardona at 

240-777-8101 for link. 
 

Our Facebook Page:  NARFE Chapter 1892, Aspen Hill. 

Chapter Webpage:  https://sites.google.com/view/narfe-

chapter-1892/home  

National Active and Retired Federal Employees 

Newsletter 
 

http://www.taxaidemc.info/
mailto:NARFEsrichards@aol.com
https://sites.google.com/view/narfe-chapter-1892/home
https://sites.google.com/view/narfe-chapter-1892/home
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State Legislation 
By Paul Schwartz, Legislative Chair, MD Federation 

 

 

During the current legislative session, we have or 
will be testifying on close to twenty or so bills before 
various Senate and House committees.  Several of 
these bills are designed to stem senior migration, 
which results in lost income tax revenue and more 
significantly, loss of sales tax, property tax, fuel tax, 
etc. to the state. 
 
The overarching issue, as always, is the Fiscal 
Note. Legislative Services, who calculates the cost 
of a bill, takes tax data from the Comptroller’s 
Office, to arrive at the individual bill’s cost. The 
Comptroller has stated that population decline is a 
major factor in Maryland’s revenue decline for 2024 
and 2025.  Unless the loss of revenue is factored 
in, the note will not reflect the true cost of the bill.   
 
The issues in our testimony included the following: 
 
Tax relief, for seniors - building on the bi-partisan 
legislation passed two sessions ago (provided tax 
credits for age 65 and older, below certain income 
levels). This bill will increase the credit, in line with 
inflation. - SB 58, HB 369, SB 498, HB 674 
 
Tax incentive, for unpaid family member caregivers 
(accounts for some $12.5 billion in care, free of 
charge) - SB 202, HB 32 
 
Increases penalties, for tampering with your mail, 

seizing your identity, stealing your social security 

checks, etc. - HB 318, SB 373 

Allows for one party consent, not two, on audio 
recording (where there is a good faith belief of 
potential harm) - HB 290, SB 610 
 
Tax credit, for long-term care insurance (purchased 
prior to 2005). Many impacted are no longer even 
around to take advantage of the $2000 credit. - HB 
218 
 
Annual tax credit, for long-term care insurance 
(rather than a one-time credit). Incentive to buy it, 
to keep it, and to delay the entrance into nursing 
homes. - HB 1344 
 
Provides greater authority and funding, for the 
Prescription Drug Affordability Board, (to keep the 
cost of prescription drugs at a fair market value). 
Most of the cost of pharmaceuticals is not for 
research and development, but for advertising 

(Super Bowl), CEO pay, stock buy-backs, and 
campaign contributions. - SB 388, HB 340 
 
Individual Income Tax Credit Eligibility Awareness 
Campaign (Comptroller’s Office helps identify tax 
credits, for which an individual is eligible, but failed 
to claim.) (This is not a new credit, but, rather, 
existing credits, meaning it is YOUR money). - HB 
845, SB 1105. 
 
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), to help people get funds for proper and 
adequate nutrition. - SB 722 
 

 

 
 

Chapter 1892 Leadership 

Co-President…………………………….….......Sarah Richards  
     301-589-7465…….……………NARFEsrichards@aol.com 
Co-Pres/State Leg/MD Fed. SLC Chair……....Paul Schwartz 
     301-260-1903…………………………..pksyanks@aol.com 
Secretary……………………….……………..........Myron Chace 
     301-330-4713 
Treasurer………………...……..........................Jim Bachmaier 
     301-642-6742  
Membership………..….………………...…………...Nina Chace 
     301-330-4713 
USPS Mail Manager………………….…………....Merle Biggin 
     301-814-6047 
NARFE PAC………….……………….…….……...Bob Kammer 
     301-847-9820 
Newsletter Editor.…...…..……...……………...Filomena Chau 
     301-642-6741   
Sunshine…………………………….…..........Minnedore Green  
     240-839-7043 
Alzheimer’s………….……………….….…...….....Cathy Hobbs             
     301-785-6782 
Historian/Past President.…………..……...............Rudy Volin 
     301-598-2209 
Special Projects …………………..Diane Boehr, Linda Jacks 
 

Free Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) Webinars 
Visit tsp.gov/online-learning to browse and register 
for free TSP webinars.   
 

Paul Schwartz, our Co-President, 

receiving gift from Western 

Montgomery Chapter President, 

Lois Ann Beaver, for presenting a 

legislative update to them.  Below 

is Paul testifying in Annapolis. 



3 
 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Briefing 
(Edited from Myron Chace’s Written Accounts)  

 

On February 27, forty-one people (in person and 
online, of NARFE members and guests), received a 
tutorial on artificial intelligence (AI): what it is, how it 
can help us, examples of AI use and misuse, and 
what cautions we should be aware of.  
 
Chapter Secretary Myron Chace described a story 
heard on a National Public Radio program, about a 
scamming attempt using AI to clone the voice of a 
family member. Only three seconds are needed to 
capture a person’s voice to create a fake voice. 
This story reveals an abuse of AI.   
We welcomed Mr. Aziz Ali Hurtado Olson. Mr. 
Olson acquired his technology skills by participating 
in the University of Maryland Extension Digital 
Literacy Project. He works with the University of 
Maryland Extension’s Marylanders Online Call 
Center, which serves Montgomery and Howard 
counties. This center offers free one-on-one tech 
support and offers information about digital devices 
and skills. (301-405-9810 or 866-206-8467, Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm, Sat 10am-5pm, email: 
marylandersonline@umd.edu website: 
marylandersonline.umd.edu) 
 
Mr. Olson outlined a brief history of AI, from the late 
1940s to the current period. Early in the twenty-first 
century, the AI products market grew (such as self-
driving vehicles, economics, healthcare, 
automation, and robotics).  
 
The advantages of AI are many and its use is 
expanding. Current uses are in consumer products, 
(Google and Apple maps), and voice system 
activation (“Unlock my phone”). AI has research 
uses, such as, pre-production analysis of chemical 
and medical devices, identification of unknown side 
effects when medical chemicals are mixed with 
medicines. In astronomy, AI can filter out lens 
distortions, to better view image structure. 
 
Misuse of AI is also growing. False messages use 
the voices of elected officials. AI can create 
documents appearing to represent valid research, 
use published materials without author consent, 
embellish publicly available images to falsely show 
compromising, indecent, or salacious actions, and 
scrape or harvest personal data. Ethical issues are 
a concern, when biases of racism, sexism, are 
incorporated into AI models. 
 

Not much legislation and regulation exist to address 
misuse of AI. Legislatures of seventeen states have 
bills focused on AI and cybersecurity. Maryland’s 
General Assembly has House Bill 1202 to ensure 
individuals know when and how AI systems are 
being used. Vermont has an agency with oversight 
responsibility, concerning digital services. In the 
U.S. Senate, thirty bills have been offered to 
regulate AI. The White House announced a 
comprehensive executive order to promote 
responsible AI development. Courts are hearing 
lawsuits brought by entertainment personalities, 
whose images have been manipulated by AI to 
produce indecent photographs. 
 

 

Wildlife Management in  
Montgomery County & Legislative Update 

 
Suburban folks are used to seeing squirrels, deer, 

racoons, and foxes, and some of us have seen black 

bears and owls, but what else is out there?  How do we 

deal with these animals when they enter our homes or 

yards?  At our March 26 meeting, Noelia Schmidt, Senior 

Natural Resources Specialist with Montgomery County 

Parks, will discuss wildlife ecology in Montgomery 

County and the programs and activities at the Brookside 

Nature Center. Ms. Schmidt will discuss specific wildlife 

species and describe management practices.  

Additionally, Paul Schwartz will provide a Legislative 

Update. 

Join us: Tuesday, March 19, (note the new date) 

starting at 1 PM. Mark your calendars, tell your friends, 

ask your questions, and enjoy refreshments! 

How to attend this meeting: 

In person, join us at the Holiday Park Senior Center, 

3950 Ferrara Dr., Silver Spring (Wheaton), MD  20906.  

Online, access the meeting via Zoom using a computer 
(best way), tablet, or smart phone. Just hit the link 

below.  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82848562302?pwd= 

all0d3BBMXF5Y1NGRnpwNFZ2S0J4UT09 

Meeting ID: 828 4856 2302  

Passcode: 236762 
 

If you prefer, you can participate with audio-only by 

calling 301-715-8592.  You may need to key in the 

meeting ID and passcode: Meeting ID: 828 4856 2302, 

Passcode: 236762. Note: Meeting will be recorded 

and available on website.  
 

mailto:marylandersonline@umd.edu
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82848562302?pwd=%20all0d3BBMXF5Y1NGRnpwNFZ2S0J4UT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82848562302?pwd=%20all0d3BBMXF5Y1NGRnpwNFZ2S0J4UT09
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Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) February 28, 2024 
Notice: Americans aged 65 and older should 

receive an additional dose of the latest Covid 
vaccine this spring. An additional dose of the 
updated COVID-19 vaccine may restore protection 
that has waned since a fall vaccine dose. See 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2024/s-0228-
covid.html 

 
Newsletter Fund 

 

Thank you to the 74 members who contributed to 
our newsletter fund! We need and appreciate your 
contributions! If you would like to contribute, please 
send your checks made payable to “NARFE 
Chapter 1892” to: 

Jim Bachmaier 
Treasurer, NARFE Chapter 1892 

3514 Everton St. 
Silver Spring, MD 20906-4119 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Report 

Welcome new member, Susan Dambrauskas! We 

are so glad that you decided to be part of Chapter 

1892! 

 
Sadly, Robert Britt, Molly Abramowitz, Howard 
Press, and Dominick Giampietro passed away. 
Dominick was born in Brooklyn, New York. In 1930,  
he moved to Washington DC. In 1943, he joined 
the U.S. Navy. After returning from the war, he  
worked in the Navy Yard, later at the National 
Bureau of Standards, he helped to establish and 
oversee the Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
division. He also served on the Board of Directors 
of the NBS Federal Credit Union for over 20 years. 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NEXT MEETING: Wildlife Management in Montgomery County & Legislative Update - Join us, 

Tuesday, March 19, at 1 PM - See Page 3. 
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