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President’s Message
by Jim Wood

Overall, it has been a good year for our Chapter.
Member attendance at our quarterly meetings has
continued to increase and has now returned to
the pre-pandemic Jevels. The financial posture
of our Chapter has alse improved.

I attended the Maryland NARFE Board Meetings
in Bowie in October 2024 and in February 2025.
Both meetings were quite informative and were
well attended. Pam Doner and I represented our
Chapter at the Maryland NARFE Federation
Biennial Conference in Ocean City in May. All
of the new Maryland NARFE Officers were
installed at the Conference {see related article).

With respect to NARFE's advocacy efforts, the
year has been somewhat 'mixed'. The year began
on a 'high note' with the repeal of the much hated
Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and the
equally hated Government Pension Offset (GPO).
The repeal of WEP and GPO has been one of
NARFE's top priorities for the past 40 years. As
one of those CSRS retirees who was receiving
Social Security retirement benefits, T was
personally delighted by the WEP repeal.

Unfortunately, that ‘high note', was then quickly
followed by a 'low note' when President Trump
signed an Executive to resurrect Schedule F
[which is now being referred to as Schedule
Policy/Career (P/C)]. As with President Trump's
original Schedule F Executive Order (which was
repealed by President Biden), NARFE strongly
opposes this new Schedule P/C Executive
Order because of the high potential to replace
our 'merit-based’ Civil Service workforce with a
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'spoils-based' Civil Service workforce in which
political affiliation is more important than a
candidate's technical qualifications. For those
'students of history', the 'spoils based' Civil
Service system was abandoned after President
Garfield was assassinated in 1881 (less than 4
months after his inauguration) by a 'disgruntled
office seeker' for a 'spoils-based' Civil Service
position.

We have also seen significant disruption to the
Federal workforce resulting from efforts by the
new Department of Government Efficiency
(DOGE) to reduce alleged waste, fraud, and
abuse throughout the Federal Government. These
efforts have resulted in massive resignations,
early refirements, and reductions-in-force (RIFs).
While the Federal workforce has seen large-scale
reductions under previous Administrations (e.g.,
the Reagan and Clinton Administrations), those
previous RIFs were more 'targeted’ and 'less
chaotic’. We have also seen all of the DOGE-
related reductions to the Federal workforce
disproportionately impacting the State of
Maryland. Approximately 20 percent of the
entire Federal workforee is currently located
in the State of Maryland. Similarly, our
Maryland universities have been impacted by the
reductions to Federal research funding.

At this point, Congress and the Supreme Court
have been reluctant to halt this 'assault on the
Federal workforce'. Many of the ‘temporary
injunctions' against these large-scale RIFs have
now been lifted, and the Administration is
proceeding with those RIF plans at the various
Federal Agencies while the Courts consider the
legal merits of those actions. Although future
legal victories (following subsequent appeals)
could result in the re-hiring of some terminated
employees, those eventual decisions may come
'too late' to avoid long-term harm to the affected
Federal Agencies.

Regardless of how these cases get resolved by the
Courts, NARFE plans to continue their advocacy
efforts on behalf of Federal employees and
retireces. However, NARFE desperately needs
your support. You need to continually inform
your Representatives and Senators of your views
about the impacts to our Federal Government if
these 'assaults of the Federal workforce' continue.

Treasurer’s Report

by Pam Doner
Previous Balance............. ... $1,064.00
Current Balance................ $1,485.00

Alzheimer Committee Report
by Pam Doner

From July 2024 to July 2025, Maryland NARFE
Federation and its Chapters have donated $9,360
to the Alzheimer's Foundation. The 2025 Harford
& Cecil County "Walk to End Alzheimer's" is
scheduled for Sat., 4 Oct. 2025. The event will
be held at Ripken Stadium again this year.
Registration begins at 9:00 am; the opening
ceremony begins at 10:00 am; and the walk
begins at 10:30 am.

Membership Report
by Pam Doner

We are pleased to welcome the following new
members to our Chapter:

Carole Brown Patrick Horton
Nicholas DeVincenzo Gregg Nesemeire
Debra Fales Scott Schramm
Cheryl Fisher Brian Sigwart
Jason Hayes

October Meeting

DATE: Mon., 27 Oct. 2025 (12:00 noon)
SPEAKER: Anne Healy

TOPIC: FEHB Program Updates
PLACE: Bel Air United Methodist Church
21 Linwood Ave., Bel Air, MD

Holiday Luncheon

DATE: Mon., 8 Dec. 2025 (11:30 am)

SPEAKER: NA

TOPIC: Holiday Luncheon

PLACE: Steelefish Grille

660 Boulton St., Bel Air , MD



January Meeting

DATE: Mon., 26 Jan. 2026 (12:00 noon)

SPEAKER: Gina Shaffer

TOPIC: Estate Planning

PLACE: Bel Air United Methodist Church
21 Linwood Ave., Bel Air, MD
April Meeting

DATE: Mon., 27 Apr. 2026 (12:00 noon)

SPEAKER: TBD

TOPIC: TBD

PLACE: Bel Air United Methodist Church
21 Linwood Ave., Bel Air, MD
October Meeting

DATE: Mon., 26 Oct. 2026 (12:00 noon)

SPEAKER: Anne Healy

TOPIC: FEHB Program Updates

PLACE: Bel Air United Methodist Church
21 Linwood Ave., Bel Air, MD
Holiday Luncheon

DATE: Mon., 7 Dec. 2026 (11:30 am)

SPEAKER: NA .

TOPIC: Holiday Luncheon

PLACE: Steelefish Grille
660 Boulton St,, Bel Air, MD

NARFE Chapter 1522

Maryland NARFE Chapter 1522 (Susquehanna)
has submitted a formal request to the new
Maryland NARFE Federation President to merge
their Chapter with our Chapter. I have been in
contact with Barry Decker, their Interim Chapter
President, and told both him and the Maryland
NAREFE President that we will work with them to

facilitate 2 smooth consolidation of our two
Chapters. A few former members of Chapter
1522 have already joined our Chapter, Other
Chapter 1522 members have attended our
meetings from time-to-time because their
Chapter has not held any in-person meetings
since December 2019. Similar to our Chapter,
they also halted their in-person meetings during
the pandemic. However, Chapter 1522 never
resumed their in-person meetings. According to
their Interim President, Chapter 1522 currently
has 72 members on their Chapter roles. The
consolidation of NARFE Chapter can be a long
and involved process. I'll keep everyone posted
on the progress of the consolidation effort.

New Maryland NARFE
Federation Officers

The following individuals were installed to their
respective offices at the Maryland NARFE
Federation Biennial Conference in Ocean City:

President: Edward Holand
1st Vice President: Teresa Baker*®
2nd Vice President: Steven Croom*
Treasurer: Gerald Williams*
Secretary: Melody Kobe

*No opposing candidate for this office. New
officer was elected by acclamation.

Contacting OPM
Retirement Services

Internet: www.opm.gov/retirementservices
www.servicesonline.opm.gov

E-mail: retire@opm.gov
Mail: Retirement Operations Center
P.O. Box 45
Boyers, PA 16017-0045
Phone: (888) 767-6738

(800) 887-8339 (hearing impaired)

(Federal Relay Service - Dial 711)
Customer service hours: 7:40 am - 5:00 pm EST
Mon. - Fri. (except for Federal holidays)



NARFE

710 Kings Path - Unit 1-B

Bel Air, MD 21014

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME VALUED MAIL
Next Meeting -- 27 October 2025

Aumual Bolfvay Luncheon

RSVP No Later Than 1 Pecember 2025

DATE: Monday, 8 December 2025 (11:30 am)
PLACE: Steelefish Grille, 660 Boulton Street, Bel Air, MD
COST: TBD (Order From the Menu)
MENU: TBD (Order From the Menu)
PLEASE RSVP TO: Pam Doner
Phone: (443) 243-5587
E-Mail: pndoner@aol.com

PAYMENT: At the Steelefish Grille (Day of Holiday Luncheon)

NOTE: The Bel Air United Methodist Church will no longer be able to host our Chapter
Holiday Luncheon due to the loss of numerous members of their volunteer staff




